Minutes of the public hearing on a proposed local law for a twelve-month moratorium on
the acceptance, processing, and approval of applications for data centers within the Town of
Putnam
And
Regular Putnam Town Board Meeting held on July 15, 2026, 7:00 pm
~ Putnam Town Hall, 14 Putnam Center Road ~ ZOOM

Supervisor Kerr called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 pm.

Town Board Members present:  Supervisor Darlene Kerr
Councilwoman Carole Schneider
Councilman Rick Bezio
Councilman Mark Karlson
Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.

Others present: May Drinkwine Shiell (Resident, 439 County Route 3), Larry Shiell (Resident, 439 County
Route 3), Jeannie Trudeau (Resident, 300 Pulpit Point Road), Kay Greenough (Resident, 427 County Route
3), Nancy L. Treadway (Putnam Town Clerk), Dan Tucker (Resident, 104 County Route 2), Nancy Wolf-
Fisher (Resident, 5183 Sagamore Road), Kellan Tsikerdanos (5183 Sagamore Road), Magdalena
Tsikerdanos (5183 Sagamore Road), Chris Navitsky (Lake George Waterkeeper), Cee McKenzie (Resident,
526 Gull Bay Road), Dave Hayes (Resident, 560 Gull Bay Road), Gary Treadway (Highway Superintendent)

** ZOOM Participants are noted as they appeared on the screen, or if a participant spoke and identified
themselves.

Present via ZOOM: Rob Winn (Town Attorney), John Pinnelli, Glenn Brownstein, RMW, Gordon Boyce

Supervisor Kerr commented that the public hearing is about a proposed local law for a twelve-month
moratorium on the acceptance, processing, or approval of applications for data centers within the Town of
Putnam. She then asked if anyone in-person or on ZOOM had any comments or questions.

John Pinnelli asked what concerns there are regarding further exploration of data centers.

o Supervisor Kerr stated that data centers consume significant energy and require a substantial amount
of water for cooling. She noted that Putnam’s proximity to major water sources makes it attractive
for large-scale data center development.



Cee McKenzie asked whether companies have been seeking locations near Lake Champlain or Lake
George.

e Supervisor Kerr commented that there had been possible interest for a location in Dresden that would
be near Lake Champlain. She clarified that the Governor’s moratorium applies only to 50-megawatt
facilities; data centers up to 49 MW do not fall under that moratorium so that’s why the Town of
Putnam is proposing this local law.

Supervisor Kerr asked if anyone had additional comments or questions from both in-person attendees and
Zoom participants. No other questions or comments were made, and the Public Hearing closed at 7:04 PM.

Supervisor Kerr called the Regular Town Board Meeting to order at 7:04 pm
Councilman Rick Bezio led the Pledge of Allegiance

The Town Board and meeting attendees observed a moment of silence for Dr. Karl Ohly, a resident of the
Town of Putnam, who tragically passed away in a farming accident the previous evening.

Resolution #66
Accept the Minutes of the June 11, 2026 Regular Town Board Meeting with corrections

Corrections included:
o Site Plan Review Workshop date should have been June 16.

o LOSAP tax impact should have reflected that it was for participation in the program, not for a paid
fire department.

On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #67
Accept the Financial Reports for the month of June 2026

On motion of Councilman Rick Bezio; seconded by Councilman Mark Karlson; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #68

Accept the Town Clerk’s Report for the month of June 2026

On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #69

Accept the Town Justice Report for the month of June 2026

On motion of Councilman Rick Bezio, seconded by Councilman Mark Karlson; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.




Resolution #70
Pay Bills as audited
On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilman Rick Bezio; all in favor.

Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolved, the bills on the following are paid as audited.

General Fund #133-161 $11,977.33
Highway Fund #63-78 $275.537.17
Black Point Sewer District #5 $22,454.28
Correspondence

None

Courtesy of the Floor

Supervisor Kerr opened Courtesy of the Floor.

Nancy Wolf-Fisher read a prepared statement (attached).

Kellan Tsikerdanos read a prepared statement referencing local law adoption procedures and rules for public
hearings. He noted he has followed the topic through discussions with his grandmother (Nancy Wolf-Fisher)
and by reading town board meeting minutes.

Supervisor Kerr asked if anyone had additional comments or questions from both in-person attendees and
Zoom participants. No other questions or comments were made, and courtesy of the floor was closed.

Highway Department Report

Highway Superintendent Gary Treadway reported:

o White Goods Pickup (July 8-9): ~12 stops, ~25 items, $96 revenue. He suggested consolidating the
pickup to one day next year.

e Roadside mowing is ongoing; first cycle for Washington County has been completed, and the second
cycle is scheduled for August.

o New garbage cans purchased for the park and stored in the shed.

» Highway Department will open the ballpark building for concessions during the upcoming softball
tournament.

Planning

Supervisor Kerr stated that prior to the meeting, while conducting the audit of bills, the Board reviewed
information submitted by Becky Moore who lives on County Rte. 2. The packet included the permit approval
from APA and engineered plans. Her son plans to construct a house adjacent to her home. Supervisor Kerr
asked if the Board would like to make a motion to approve the plans.



Resolution #71

To approve the engineered plans and information presented to the Town Board by Becky Moore
On motion of Councilman Mark Karlson, seconded by Councilman Rick Bezio; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Supervisor Kerr also commented that the Lake George Park Commission (LGPC) sent information on a
couple of projects for dock repairs; which docks must maintain the existing size. These types of projects were
LGPC approved and the Town has no input.

Fire Department Report

Dave Hayes presented the quarterly report for April-June (attached).
Reminder: Annual Chicken BBQ — August 15" at the Putnam Firehouse starting at 2:00 PM.

Old Business

Proposed local law for a twelve-month moratorium on the acceptance, processing, and approval of
applications for data centers within the Town of Putnam.

e SEQRA Review — Supervisor Kerr read through the SEQRA documents prior to the Town Board
voting on the proposed local law. Following the SEQRA review, Attorney Rob Winn read the
Resolution issuing a Negative Declaration under SEQRA which also noted that the Town Board will
act as lead agency. The Town Board completed Parts I & II of the Short Environmental Assessment
Form (SEAF), which considers the potential impacts on land use, natural resources, water quality,
roads, drainage, and public health/safety. The Town Board has taken a hard look at the potential
environmental impacts, and can issue a Negative Declaration determining that the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement is not required. The SEQRA Resolution is attached.

Resolution #72

To approve Proposed Local Law #4 for a twelve-month moratorium on the acceptance, processing,
and approval of applications for data centers within the Town of Putnam

On motion of Councilman Mark Karlson, seconded by Supervisor Darlene Kerr; all in favor.

Resolution unanimously adopted.

Intermunicipal Floodplain Management Agreement

Supervisor Kerr read the agreement that was approved by New York State. Federal Emergency Management
(FEMA) and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) have issued
regulations regarding the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) which requires towns to adopt the
Floodplain Management Regulations. One regulation is to include the designation of a Local Administrator
and the agreement outlines responsibilities of that position and also of the Washington County Code
Enforcement Office.

Resolution #73

To accept the Intermunicipal Floodplain Management Agreement

On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.




Fire Department LOSAP Program

Supervisor Kerr explained that the language provided by the LOSAP contact that is to be placed on the ballot
in November is too long. The Washington County Board of Elections will revise/shorten the language as
there is the concern over voters not reading it all. The Fire Department will begin public outreach about the
program, and The Town will also post information to the Town’s website and have copies available at the
Town Clerk’s Office.

New Business
Site Plan Review Law Workshop and Budget Review Workshop
Workshops are scheduled for Monday, July 20" at 9:00 AM.

Public hearing on a Proposed Local Law regulating Battery Energy Storage Systems within the Town of

Putnam
Supervisor Kerr would like to set a date for a public hearing.

Resolution #74

To set a Public Hearing for August 13, 2026 on the Proposed Local Law regulating Battery Energy
Storage Systems

On motion of Supervisor Darlene Kerr, seconded by Councilman Mark Karlson; all in favor.

Resolution unanimously adopted.

Public hearing on the Site Plan Review Law revisions

Supervisor Kerr would like to set a date for a public hearing on the revisions to the Site Plan Review Law,
pending document readiness by Attorney Winn.

Resolution #75
To set a Public Hearing for August 13, 2026 for the revised Site Plan Review Law, pending document
readiness

On motion of Councilman Mark Karlson, seconded by Supervisor Darlene Kerr; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Barbeque grill materials for Cummings Park - Proposal from Calvin Granger

Calvin Granger had inquired if the Town would be willing to purchases materials for making barbecue
grill/grates for the barbeque pit at the park as currently they have to be borrowed from the Putnam Fire
Department when there are events. He said that the labor to make them would be provided at no cost to the
Town. Supervisor Kerr commented that the funds could come from the Parks & Recreation account.



Resolution #76
To authorize the purchase of barbeque grill/grate materials

On motion of Supervisor Darlene Kerr, seconded by Councilman Rick Bezio; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Security cameras for Cummings Park & Gull Bay Beach

Supervisor Kerr discussed issues that were happening at Cummings Park and also Gull Bay Beach.
Discussions included vandalism, smoking/vaping issues, lifeguard safety, and property damage. She
proposed to the Town Board the installation of four 4G cameras at the following locations:

¢ One at Cummings Park entrance and one at the top of the hill leading to the lake

¢ One at Gull Bay Beach area and one at the boat launch area
Estimated cost: $100 per camera plus monthly service fee of ~$40

Resolution #77

To approve the purchase of four 4G cameras

On motion of Supervisor Darlene Kerr, seconded by Councilman Mark Karlson; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Supervisor’s Report

Supervisor Kerr provided updates on:

o Rabies cases: Three confirmed in recent weeks (A raccoon in Putnam; a raccoon in Hebron; a bat in
Salem)

o Rabies safety guidance: Vaccinate pets; avoid wildlife and unfamiliar animals; seek medical care
for bites/scratches

o Heat-related illness prevention: Hydration, light clothing, sunscreen, take breaks during peak hours

o Water safety: Please follow the safety rules when visiting beaches, public pools, and water parks.
Never leave a child unattended near water. Drowning is the leading cause of death for children ages
one to four.

e County updates:
- Albany Medical Center contracted for additional services

- Sales tax revenues are down for the first half of the year which could negatively impact
the Town’s distributions throughout the rest of the year.

e Community tragedy: Dr. Karl Ohly lost his life on July 14, 2026. He leaves behind four children and
his wife. Supervisor Kerr is asking that the community extend their support to the family during this
difficult time. Supervisor Kerr also recognized the first responders’ emotional burden when
responding to emergencies like this.

Supervisor Kerr adjourned the meeting at 8:11 pm.



Respectfully submitted,
Nancy L. Treadway
Putnam Town Clerk

Darlene Kerr Supervisor

Carole Schneider Councilwoman

Rick Bezio Councilman

Charles Bain, Sr. Councilman

Mark Karlson Councilman




Putnam Town Board meeting comments for July 2026:

I have raised the issue several times at meetings (March and April) and by
email regarding the correct procedures for Adopting Local Laws in New York
State and have even attached to my emails to both Attorney Winn and Supervisor
Kerr the document from the New York Department of State regarding those
procedures, yet have gotten NO response as to why the Putnam Town Board does
not/did not follow those procedures regarding abolishing the Planning Board. I
realize the Town Board is not going to change its mind regarding abolishing the
Planning Board, but I would hope the Town Board would, in the future, follow the
correct procedures regarding Public Hearings and passing Local Laws. Those
regulations state that if the proposed law is change after the public hearing the
whole process starts over again, including a new public hearing.

In addition, I would like to see the Putnam Town Board follow correct
procedures for New York State in actually passing a local law. According to the
New York State Department of State Local Government Specialist:

A local law is the highest form of local legislation, since the power to enact a local law is
granted to local governments by the NYS Constitution. An ordinance is an act of local
legislation on a subject specifically delegated to local governments by the State Legislature. A

resolution is a means by which a governing body expresses itself or takes a particular action; a
resolution is not binding on the public.

The New York State Department of State database shows the following

Local Laws were filed:

Putnam #1: 6 month moratorium on battery storage filed 04/02/2026
Putnam #2: Environmental Protection of Hillsides and Shorelines filed 06/01/2026
Putnam #3: Abolishing the Planning Board & Transferring Powers to TB filed 06/01/2026

However, according to the Putnam Town Board Minutes of March 12, 2025
the Battery Storage moratorium was a “resolution” not a local law passed.
Whereas the minutes for May 14, 2026 specifically state (regarding Local Law #2)
“to adopt the Local Law on Environmental Protections of Hillsides and Shoreline
Areas”. Furthermore, those same minutes have abolishing the Planning Board as a
“resolution” not a Local Law. (see excerpts from the minutes below)

MARCH 12, 2026:

Resolution #23

Enact a Six-Month Moratorium on Commercial Battery Energy Storage Facilities

On motion of Supervisor Darlene Kerr, Seconded by Councilman Ric Bezio ; all in favor. Resolution
unanimously adopted.






