Regular Meeting
Of the

Putnam Town Board
Putnam Town Board
November 9, 2017
7p.m. Putnam Town Hall
The meeting opened with the auditing of bills, the Supervisor’s monthly report and the Town Clerk’s
monthly report.

7:00Meeting called to order
Councilwoman Cathie Burke led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call
Members present:

Members absent:

Supervisor
Councilman
Councilwoman
Councilwoman
Councilman

John LaPointe
Greg Harris
Cathie Burke
Shirley Randall
Kevin Hart

Others present: Mary Jane Dedrick (Deputy Town Clerk, P.O. Box 14),),Cee McKenzie (BAR Chair,
526 Gull Bay Road), Bob Rudt (Planning Board, 526 Gull Bay Road), May Drinkwine-Shiell (Resident,
439 County Route 3), Leslie Bain (Resident, 371 Peterson Road), Darrell Wilson (Resident, 88 County
Route 3)

Resolution # 95
Accept the minutes of the October 12, 2017 meeting
On motion of Councilwoman Cathie Burke, seconded by Councilman Greg Harris; Resolution
unanimously adopted.
Resolution # 96
Accept the Supervisor’s report for the month of October, 2017
On motion of Councilman Greg Harris, seconded by Councilwoman Cathie Burke; Resolution
unanimously adopted.
Resolution # 97
Accept the Town Clerk’s report for the month of October, 2017
On motion of Councilman Greg Harris, seconded by Councilwoman Cathie Burke; Resolution
unanimously adopted.

Resolution # 98
Pay bill as audited
On motion of Councilwoman Cathie Burke, seconded by Councilman Greg Harris; Resolution
unanimously adopted.
Resolved, the bills on the following are paid as audited.
General Fund
Highway Fund
Black Point Sewer District
Royal Anchorage Sewer District

# 367-403
# 149-161
# 15
#5

$31,495.30
$165,575.68
$78.98
$2,235.00

Correspondence (7:02)
Sharon Moore wrote a letter concerning animals in the road at a particular residence in Putnam.
Supervisor LaPointe stated he had spoken with the residents at that address once about the animals and
they did keep them contained for a brief time, he’ll speak with them again. (See attached letter)
Courtesy of the floor (7:03)
May Drinkwine-Shiell began by asking if the Dog Control Officer (DCO) had started a dog census yet.
Supervisor LaPointe replied not to his knowledge. Mrs. Drinkwine-Shiell continued asking if the DCO
was going to do a census as discussed at a prior meeting. Supervisor LaPointe replied yes a census will be
done. Mrs. Drinkwine-Shiell went on stating in the August meeting Supervisor LaPointe stated he would
speak to animal owners who had animals unpenned to keep the animals on their property. She stated she
knows Supervisor LaPointe spoke with the Ohlys. She reported the problem was somewhat resolved, she
felt the Ohlys were trying harder to contain their animals, and she was told that the Ohlys had licensed
their dogs. She also believed a “few” others had also licensed their dogs also. She stated “this is paying
off”. Mrs. Drinkwine-Shiell asked if it would be possible to send letters out to residents making them
aware that they need to license their dogs and contain their pets/animals to their property for safety issued
and for the safety of the animal. Supervisor LaPointe replied that it can be put on the website, as well as
published in the paper. Mrs. Drinkwine-Shiell replied that was good but she stated not everyone reads the
paper. Supervisor LaPointe replied a letter will be composed and sent to residents. Mrs. Drinkwine-Shiell
continued that at a prior meeting Councilman Hart had suggested that tickets should be issued to residents
not in compliance. She went on to inquire as to if any appearance tickets had been issued. Supervisor
LaPointe replied that to his knowledge none had been issued. Supervisor LaPointe also stated that the
DCO has the authority to issue appearance tickets. Supervisor LaPointe said he’d get in contact with the
DCO again, and work on getting a letter issued to residents. Mrs. Drinkwine-Shiell continued by asking if
anything was being done about the Smith’s dogs. She relayed an incident in which she was driving by
with her window down and was forced to stop because the dogs were in the road. One of the dogs
growled at her through her open car door window. Supervisor LaPointe said he’d speak with the DOC
about those dogs again.
Highway Report (7:09)
Superintendent Gary Treadway was not in attendance but a written report was submitted via text message
which was read by Supervisor LaPointe. It was reported the crew had been working on roadside brush
cutting and also had done some planting on the erosion project at Cummings Park. The agenda for the
crew in the coming weeks will be to prepare for the winter plow season. Supervisor LaPointe reported
that a crew from Moriah Shock did come and worked on putting posts around the tress at the park and it is
planned to have them back.

Planning Board Report (7:10)
Bob Rudt reported the Planning Board had met the prior evening. The agenda covered one preconciliation for a plan to build a single family home on Cummings Road. There is an approved APA
application for the project. Supervisor LaPointe commented that code enforcement will be taken over by
Washington County in January of 2018. A brief discussion took place regarding proposed revisions to the
trailer ordinance, currently being revised, and how long trailers can remain on a property while a home is
being constructed.
Old Business (7:19)
Union Negotiations are reportedly coming to a close. Supervisor LaPointe stated he believes an
agreement is close. A final contract has not arrived as of today’s date.
New Business (7:21)
Proposed Local Law for the New Cold War Veteran’s Exemption anyone that served active duty in the
Armed Forces between September 2, 1945 and December 26, 1991 are eligible for a reduction in the
assessed value of their primary residence. The maximum would be $8000. Supervisor LaPointe
introduced the new proposed law to the Board along with documentation. (See attached) A public hearing
is set for December 14th, 2017 prior to the Town Board Meeting.
Local election results were discussed briefly, the final count of absentee ballots has not taken place yet,
one town board seat remains undecided between incumbent Greg Harris, and Leslie Bain. The final count
will take place at the Washington County Building on Tuesday, November 14.
Furnace quotes for the Highway barn. There are currently 3 quotes, they will be reviewed to be sure they
all include the same items and services.
Resolution #99 (7:36)
Adjourn regular meeting of the Putnam Town Board
On motion of Councilwoman Cathie Burke, seconded by Councilman Greg Harris; all in favor,
Resolution unanimously adopted.
Meeting closed at 7:36 p.m.
Next regular meeting is December 14, 2017 at 7 p.m.
A public hearing regarding the Real Property Tax Exemption for Cold War Veterans will take place prior
to the regular meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Darlene Kerr
Putnam Town Clerk

John R. LaPointe

Supervisor

Cathie Burke

Councilwoman

Kevin Hart

Councilman

Shirley Randall

Councilwoman

Greg Harris

Councilman

