Minutes of the Public Hearing on the Proposed Local Law for
Environmental Protections of Hillsides and Shoreline Areas
and
The Regular Putnam Town Board Meeting held on May 14, 2026, 7:00 pm
~Putnam Town Hall, 14 Putnam Center Road~ ZOOM

7:00 pm Public Hearing called to order

Town Board Members present:  Supervisor Darlene Kerr
Councilwoman Carole Schneider
Councilman Rick Bezio
Councilman Mark Karlson
Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.

Others present: May Drinkwine Shiell (Resident, 439 County Route 3), Larry Shiell (Resident, 439 County
Route 3), Jean Trudeau (Resident, 300 Pulpit Point Road), Nancy L. Treadway (Putnam Town Clerk), Mary
Jane Dedrick (Deputy Clerk), Art Sheeley (Resident, 13 Firehouse Lane), Glenn Brownstein (Resident, 2300
Black Point Road), Charles Koehler (Resident, 2214 Black Point Road), Nancy Wolf-Fisher (Resident, 5183
Sagamore Road), Joe Fisher (Resident, 5183 Sagamore Road), Galen Seerup (Resident, 17360 State Rte. 22),
Wayne Busby (Resident, 11 Charter Brook Lane), Paula Wilson (Resident, 15 County Rte. 3), Alex Portal
(Reporter, The Post-Star), Jocelyn McRae (Resident, 606 Gull Bay Road), EJ Conzola (NYVT Media)

** ZOOM Participants are noted as they appeared on the screen, or if a participant spoke and identified
themselves.

Present via ZOOM: iPhone, Dr. Ohly, iPad, Rob Winn (Town Attorney), Cee McKenzie, Debra Boyce, Bill
B, Kent Sweeney

Supervisor Kerr opened the Public Hearing and welcomed the attendees. The Public Hearing is on the
Proposed Local Law for Environmental Protections of Hillsides and Shoreline areas. Supervisor Kerr then
invited public comments.

Public Comment

Art Sheeley asked what the Local Law was about. Supervisor Kerr responded that it is to protect sensitive
areas like hillsides and shoreline areas from excavating and blasting.

Supervisor Kerr asked if anyone had additional comments or questions from both in-person attendees and
Zoom participants. No other participants commented, and the Public Hearing closed at 7:02 PM.



7:03 pm Regular Town Board Meeting called to order by Supervisor Kerr

Supervisor Kerr led the Pledge of Allegiance

Resolution #43
Accept the Minutes of the April 9. 2026 Public Hearing on the Proposed Local Law for Flood
Damage Prevention & Regular Town Board Meeting

On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilman Mark Karlson; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #44
Accept the Financial Reports for the month of April 2026
On motion of Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.; seconded by Councilwoman Carole Schneider; all in favor.

Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #45
Accept the Town Clerk’s Report for the month of April 2026
On motion of Councilman Rick Bezio, seconded by Councilman Mark Karlson; all in favor. Resolution

unanimously adopted.

Resolution #46

Accept the Town Justice Report for the month of April 2026

On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilman Rick Bezio; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #47
Pay Bills as audited
On motion of Councilman Charles Bain, Sr., seconded by Councilman Mark Karlson; all in favor.

Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolved, the bills on the following are paid as audited.
General Fund #72-103 $47,008.01
Highway Fund #37-52 $16,896.82

Royal Anchorage Sewer District #3 $ 1,995.00



Correspondence

Supervisor Kerr stated that there was no correspondence received this month.

Courtesy of the Floor

Supervisor Kerr opened Courtesy of the Floor and stated the Board will not be taking comments on the Site
Plan Review Law or the Planning Board. The Town had a scheduled Public Hearing and also an impromptu
Public Hearing so the Town has heard from the public.

Nancy Wolf Fisher

Asked for confirmation that once the agenda got to old business that there will be no public comment
allowed. Supervisor Kerr responded that was correct because there was a Public Hearing already, and
an impromptu Public Hearing last month that went on for almost an hour and a half. The Town has
heard from the public and has met the legal requirements, and the Board needs to move on with other
Board business.

After asking if anyone had any other comments or questions, Supervisor Kerr closed the courtesy of
the floor.

Planning Board Report

Supervisor Kerr asked Wayne Busby to give the Planning Board report.

Wayne Busby reported that at last night’s Planning Board meeting, there were four residents that had
attended, and the following are approvals:

1 - Approved a two-car garage on Tiroga Beach Lane.

2 - Approved an addition to a home on Lake George Way because it was less than 25% of the home’s
footprint.

3 - Approved a subdivision on Gull Bay Road with the stipulation of the mylar being signed.

4 - Approved a new home and cabin on Route 22 which has a stipulation for neighbors’ input.

Supervisor’s Report

Supervisor Kerr gave updates on her meetings at the County, along with other reminders.

Launch of the Washington County Fraud Alert Tool - Free fraud alert tool that you can sign up for
and there are copies at the Town office. In the event that someone tries to change your deed or file
paperwork in your name, the County will notify you.

Approval of a Washington County Land Bank - What they do is take properties that have been
foreclosed on for not paying taxes, or sometimes when people pass away the properties are
abandoned, and the County will clean up the properties and then they will resell them. This will
help the housing issue for one, but also will clean up some blighted properties in Washington
County.

Updated tick informational sheet and work zone safety reminder - Hand outs are available at the
Town office.

Turkey hunting season safety reminder.

Upcoming Public Hearings at the County on kratom and nitrous oxide chargers



e Regional battery storage system activity — Ticonderoga was holding a Public Hearing tonight

e Memorial Day observance - Sunday, May 24th at 1:00 pm

e Rabies clinic - June 10th at 6:00 PM, pre-registration is required by contacting the Town Clerk

e  White goods pickup - July 8 and July 9, advanced notice is required by contacting the Town Clerk

e Board workshop reminder - A workshop will be held on May 20" at 5:00 pm

e July meeting date rescheduled - A discussion took place to change the July meeting date to May
15" at 7:00 pm

Resolution #48
To change the July Town Board Meeting date to Wednesday, July 15, 2026 at 7:00 pm
On motion of Councilman Rick Bezio, seconded by Councilman Mark Karlson; all in favor. Resolution

unanimously adopted

Highway Report

Highway Superintendent Gary Treadway was absent, so Supervisor Kerr reported on his behalf.

e The ballpark bathrooms are in very bad condition and they're not appropriate for public use.
Superintendent Treadway recommends the Town gets a port-a-john for $185 a month and
that includes a once-a-week cleaning and toilet paper re-stock. It would be around $999 (including
tax) for the summer season.

e Councilman Bain commented that the Highway Department did a good job with putting the tailings
around the ballpark. He does suggest something should be done about all the weeds that are on the
infield area. Possibly spray to get rid of them.

Resolution #49
To authorize the Hichway Superintendent to schedule porta johns for the ballpark
On motion of Councilman Mark Karlson, seconded by Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.; all in favor. Resolution

unanimously adopted.

Fire Department Report

Supervisor Kerr distributed a PENFLEX brochure and informational sheets that explained the LOSAP
(Length of Service Award Program). She explained the point system, retention goals, and a possible five-
year retroactive credit. The fire department is doing very well at the moment with eighteen members. Art
Sheeley commented on his experience with a similar program in New Jersey, and said it was “absolutely
marvelous”.

Supervisor Kerr asked that the Board look through the information and then next month have a discussion on
whether or not the Town would like to offer it to the department members. It would have to be put on the
ballot for November. The Board can only resolve to put it on the ballot and the taxpayers would
decide whether or not they want to start the program for the fire department

Old Business

Proposed Local Law on Environmental Protections of Hillsides and Shoreline Areas

Councilman Karlson commented that it makes sense to do. Rob Winn clarified that it’s not a total ban on
blasting, but what it does require is anyone who’s going to blast in a protected area they will have to come to
the Town Board and get a permit and the Board will have to consider the various factors in the Local Law.



Also engineering studies etc. would possibly be needed to make sure that there is a safe plan to do the blasting.
Supervisor Kerr asked if there was any further discussion on the matter. No other comments were made.

Resolution #50
To adopt the Local Law on Environmental Protections of Hillsides and Shoreline Areas
On motion of Councilman Mark Karlson, seconded by Councilman Rick Bezio; all in favor. Resolution

unanimously adopted.

Roll Call:

Councilwoman Carole Schneider Yes

Councilman Rick Bezio Yes
Councilman Mark Karlson Yes
Councilman Charles Bain, Sr, Yes
Supervisor Darlene Kerr Yes

Site Plan Review Law and Planning Board

Supervisor Kerr asked if any Board Member had anything they would like to discuss. Councilman Bezio
commented that he would like to express his opinion, and felt like he should go with what the majority of the
townspeople are saying, which a lot of them were not happy with the way decisions have been made.
Councilman Karlson commented that it’s unfortunate that more townspeople don’t show up to meetings to
express their opinions. Councilman Bezio explained that most townspeople don't want to come to meetings
and get into arguments. They feel that they voted the Board members in that they thought would make the
right decisions on their behalf. Councilman Bain added that he has also talked with a lot of people and they
all pretty much feel the same way.

Resolution #51
Abolish the Planning Board; retain the Site Plan Review Law
On motion of Councilman Rick Bezio, seconded by Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.

Roll Call:

Councilwoman Carole Schneider Yes

Councilman Rick Bezio Yes
Councilman Mark Karlson No
Councilman Charles Bain, Sr, Yes
Supervisor Darlene Kerr Yes

Passed by majority vote.



New Business

Appointment to the BAR (Board of Assessment Review)
Supervisor Kerr commented that Cynthia Floor is interested in serving on the BAR, and would like to
nominate her to fill the vacancy.

Resolution #52

To appoint Cynthia Floor to the Boad of Assessment Review

On motion of Supervisor Darlene Kerr, seconded by Councilwoman Carole Schneider; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Putnam Town Hall roof

Supervisor Kerr stated that there have been slate shingles on the ground around the Town Hall and requested
authorization to seek bids to fix the roof. Councilman Karlson discussed possible alternative roofing if costs
are excessive; Supervisor Kerr agreed to revisit the conversation after bids were received.

Resolution #53

Authorize the Supervisor to seek bids to fix the Putnam Town Hall roof

On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilman Rick Bezio; all in favor. Resolution
unanimously adopted.

Supervisor Kerr adjourned the meeting at 7:36 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy L. Treadway
Putnam Town Clerk

Darlene Kerr Supervisor
Carole Schneider Councilwoman
Rick Bezio Councilman
Charles Bain, Sr. Councilman

Mark Karlson Councilman




