
Minutes of the Public Hearing on the Proposed Six-month Moratorium on
Commercial Battery Storage Facilities and the Regular Putnam Town Board

Meeting held on March 12, 2026, 7:00 pm
Putnam Town Hall, 14 Putnam Center oad— ZOOM

7:00 pm Public Hearing called to order

SupervisorTown Board Members present:

Councilwoman
Councilman
Councilman
Councilman

Darlene Kerr
Carole Schneider
Rick Bezio
Mark Karlson
Charles Bain, Sr.

Others present: May Drinkwine-Shiell (Resident, 439 County Route 3), Larry Shiell (Resident, 439 County
Route 3), Kay Greenough (Resident, 427 County Route 3), Jean Trudeau (Resident, 300 Pulpit Point Road),

Gary Treadway (Highway Superintendent), Nancy L. Treadway (Putnam Town Clerk), Glen Brownstein

(2300 Black Point Road) Wayne Busby (Resident, 1 1 Charter Brook LÅne),Charles Koehler (Resident, 2214

Black Point Road), Paula Wilson (Resident, 15 County Rte. 3), Chris Navitsky (Lake George Waterkeeper),
Alex Portal (Reporter, The Post-Star), Galen Seerup (Resident, 17360 State Rte. 22), Jocelyn McRae
(Resident, 606 Gull Bay Road), Mary Jane Dedrick (Deputy Clerk), QomJenkin (Resident, 627 Gull Bay
Road), Kathleen Coffman (488 Gull Bay Road), Alex Coffman (488 Gull Bay Road)

** ZOOM Participants are noted as they appeared on the screen, or if a participant spoke and identified
themselves.

Present via ZOOM: Hilary Gorenstein, Cynthia Floor, Cee McKenzie, Nancy Wolf-Fisher, Dr. Ohly, Corey,
Joe Fisher, Robert Winn (Town Attorney), EJ, Candace Hyatt, Bill Brown, 917-886-3391, Bob Maletta,

Theresa Devlin, IPad

Supervisor Kerr opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 pm, noting that the Regular Town Board meeting would
follow immediately afterward. She explained that the purpose of the hearing was to consider a six-month
moratorium on commercial lithium-ion battery storage facilities.

She provided a brief background:

On January 22, the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) approved a lithium-ion battery storage facility
in the Adirondack Park.

This approval set a precedent, and the Town seeks to proactively establish a moratorium while
developing a local law to regulate such facilities.
The moratorium would apply only to commercial-scale battery storage operations.

Supervisor Kerr then invited public comments.



Public Comment

Galen Seerup

• Asked whether anyone had indicated interest in putting such a facility in Putnam.

• Supervisor Kerr responded that no proposals have been made to he Town of Putnam; the moratorium
is preemptive. One facility has been approved in Northampton, possibly covering approximately 80

acres, though she cautioned that the acreage figure may not be exact.

Charles Koehler

Asked what type of storage facility was being discussed—used batteries, new batteries, or something

else.

Supervisor Kerr clarified that these are commercial lithium-i n battery systems designed to store

energy, potentially enough to power approximately 4,000 house olds,

Mr. Koehler later asked whether such a facility would serve as emergency power source.
Supervisor Kerr commented that she had not seen that describe in tny literature; her understanding
is that such facilities typically store energy generated from win or solar sources.

Robert Winn, Town Attorney
• Explained that the proposed moratorium includes exemptions for esidential-scale battery systems

serving a single-family dwelling with capacity under 30 kWhan portable consumer battery products.

• Emphasized that the moratorium targets commercial operations only, not residential use.

Jocelyn McRae
Asked whether the purpose of the moratorium is to preve t installation of commercial-scale

lithium-ion battery storage facilities and questioned what such cilities would be used for, She also

expressed her concern about restricting something that might b beneficial in emergencies.
Supervisor Kerr clarified that these facilities store energy forth grid and are not used for disposal or

"dump" sites.
Supervisor Kerr responded that her primary concern is public s fetY?citing:

o Risk of large-scale explosions

o Re-ignition potential
o Hazardous gases

o Need for specialized firefighting resources

Supervisor Kerr also commented that the Putnam Fire Dep ment recently received specialized

training on lithium-ion battery fires and could provide more detailed information if anyone had

questions.

Bob Maletta
• Spoke about safety concerns based on his experience as a New
• Cited numerous fires caused by lithium-ion batteries in scooter

• Noted that such batteries are heavily regulated in transportatio

ork City resident.

anåother devices.
due to fire risk.



• Expressed concern that local firefighting resources would be nsufficient to manage a lÅrge-scale
commercial battery fire and was also concerned about the toxici of mes released during uch fires.

Councilwoman Schneider
• Noted that residents in Raquette Lake opposed a similar prop sed facility due to fire hazards and

proximity to water.

Supervisor Kerr asked multiple times for additional comments from bothån-person
attendees and Zoom

participants. No other participants commented, and the Public Hearing lose at 7:10 PM.

7:10 m Re ular Town Board Meetin called to orderb Su ervis r Kerr

Councilman Charles Bain, Sr. led the Pledge of Allegiance

Resolution #17

Acce t the minutes of the Februa 12 2026 Public Hearin to co side the re eal of Local Law #1

of 2020 & Regular Town Board Meeting with correction
The correction was that David Manchester should have been on the Z om articipant list
On motion ofCouncilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilm RickBezio; all in favor. Resolution
unanimously adopted.

Resolution #18

Accept the Financial Reports for the month of February 2026

On motion ofCouncilman Rick Bezio; seconded by Councilwoman C ole chneider; all in favor.hesolutionunanimously adopted.

Resolution #19

Accept the Town Clerk's Report for the month of February 2026

On motion of Councilman Charles Bain, Sr., Seconded by Councilma Mark Karlson; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #20

Accept the Town Justice Report for the month of February 2026

On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, Seconded by Council an harles Bain, Sr.; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #21

Pay Bills as audited
On motion of Councilman Rick Bezio, Seconded by Councilwoman arol Schneider; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.



Resolved, the bills on the following are paid as audited.

General Fund

Highway Fund

Royal Anchorage Sewer District

Black Point Sewer District

Correspondence

Budget Officer resignation

#38-59

+18-30

$ 184,454. 0

$ 23,463. 8

425. 0

$ 8,121. o

Supervisor Kerr reported that she had received a resignation letter fro

effective March 1, 2026. She clarified that under Town Law, the Bud

Town Supervisor unless delegated, so she will assume the duties

th udget Officer, Cee cKenzie

et O Icer position is assigned to the
B get Officer. The po ition had

previously been delegated due to the prior Supervisor's outside emplo men .

•

•

Discussion included:

o

o

o

o

o

Councilman Karlson:
Raised concern regarding separation of duties.

• Suggested exploring interest from other qualifie residents.

Supervisor Kerr:

Reaffirmed that the Budget Officer position is p o e Supervisor's job.

Cee McKenzie:
Also confirmed that under Town Law the Supe iso
an appointment of another person is made.

Jocelyn McCrea:

Questionedif there is any oversight.
Supervisor Kerr:

Oversight provided collectively by the Town B ard.

serves as Budget Officer unless

Additional clarification:
o A salary adjustment was acknowledged, as the prior bu get

the Supervisor's salary when the position was delegate

location removed ds from

NYS DEC Floodplain Mapping and Compliance

• Supervisor Kerr discussed the correspondence from NYS DE
• Key points discussed:

o Adoption required for continued eligibility for resident

o Failure to adopt would result in residents being unable

o A draft local law is required to be submitted to NYS DE
could take up to 2-3 weeks).

regarding updated floodplain maps.

in ederal flood insurance programs.
o ?btainflood insurance.
for review by April 22, 2 26 (review



Town Attorney Robert Winn provided further information:

o

o

ill be prepared and ubmittedUpon the Town Board's approval, a draft floodplain loc I

to NYS DEC for review. Once the Townhears back fro th m, any feedback wou d need to

be incorporated prior to its adoption.

There is a requirement for a designated Floodplain A inis ator, and it's been p posed to

utilize Washington County Code Enforcement. Ho ever after a discussion ith John
Graham at the County, there's a concern over not havin epough staff to be dedica d to this.

There's a Public Safety Commission Meeting on March IS where this topic will be iscussed.

Resolution #22

Authorize the Town Attorne to submit a draft Local Law to NYS
On motion of Supervisor Darlene Kerr, Seconded by Councilwoman C 01

Resolution unanimously adopted.

Moratorium on Commercial Battery Energy Storage Facilities

chneider; all in favo .

The prior discussions during the Public Hearing were acknowledged, a dn further comments w re made.

Resolution #23

Enact a Six-Month Moratorium on Commercial Batte Ener Stor e acilities
On motion of SupervisorDarlene Kerr, Seconded by Councilman Ric Bez ; all in favor. Resolution
unanimously adopted.

Chris Navitsky (Lake George Waterkeeper) - Septic replacement nding

•

•

Overview of initiative:
o

o

o

o

Requesting $3,000,000 in state funding
Funding to support septic system replacement program tha ould be allocated a ross
Warren County, Washington County and Essex County
Estimated costs:

$20,000—$30,000 per system replacement
Environmental impact:

Significant benefit to water quality protection

Additional details:

o There are around 6,000 septic systems in the Lake Geo g sin

o —2,300 currently in inspection program
o Failure rate estimated at —25%

Discussion took place about the challenges for residents wi
support for the initiative was expressed. Kathleen Coffman c

for assistance with a replacement. Chris explained he was hopi
for approval to have Supervisor Kerr join the letter of support

the high costs for replac ment, and

mmented that she had bee approved

g to get support from the wn Board
hat II be sent to Govern r Hochul.



Resolution #24
Authori e Su ervisor Darlene Kerr to •oin the letter o su ort or se ti re lacement undin t

Governor Hochul
On motion of Councilman Mark Karlson, Seconded by Councilman C les aln, Sr.; all in favor

Resolution unanimously adopted.

Courtesp ofthe Floor

Nancy Wolf Fisher

• Read her letter that was submitted to the Town Board (attached to i utes).

Chris Navitsky

• Stated that there is another grant program for stormwater pro ects or up to $10,000 fo residents
within the Lake George basin. There's more information on t e e George Associatio website,

and they are also hoping to create a flyer.

Charles Koehler

Commented that he felt the conduct and decorum at last month s itingwas disgraceful
• Has continued concern over protecting the environment and elie s a SEQRA review is a smart

move.
• Also commented that if last month's meeting was held betwee J and October there ould have

been more people participating. He hopes the Board will recon ider tßeirdecision about t e Planning
Board.

Gaylen Seerup

• Inquired about the meeting agendas and when they are mad fo he meetings. Supe isor Kerr

commented that the current timing is at the beginning of the eet g week. The challe ge is with
last minute submissions but that establishing deadlines and ado tion of clearer proce ural rules
(Robert's Rules reference) could be done.

• Gaylen followed up on a comment by Nancy Wolfe-Fisher ab u t e last meeting minut s and how
the resolution appeared to have changed from what was suppo +t Ibediscussed about t e Planning
Board. Supervisor Kerr clarified a change would have been m d a er the Public Hearin

Tom Jenkin
• Discussion took place about why he received a notice about e bruary Public Heari g when he

never received other notices about meetings.
• Supervisor Kerr clarified that the Town does not mail notices for ublic Hearings and that the letter

must have been sent from someone else. She then asked if
which no one stated they did. The requirements are to post

Clerk's board on the outside of the main door and also at the

After no further discussions, Supervisor Kerr closed the courtesy oft

yo from the Town se t the letter,

e no ice in the newspape , the Town
utnam Post Office.

r period.e



Supervisor's Report

Supervisor Kerr gave updates on her meetings at the County and activi e t t she will be particip ting in.

Activities:

o Scheduled Meals on Wheels ride-along (March 27)

o Planned tour of the County jail kitchen where the meals ar p pared for the Meals on
Wheels program.

Financial update:

o At the February County audit, the total expenditures we e 40,131.50 (for the e tire

County), and the majority were attributed to social serv'es e penditures.

Public safety reminders:

o Reminder to everyone that with the time change it's als a g
smoke detectors and check your first aid kits.

o There is an opportunity to get free smoke detectors thro gh

cannot afford them

County updates:

o Staffing shortages across departments:

Sheriff's Office

Dispatch (noted critical staffing levels)

DMV
District Attorney's Office

Highway Department

o Economic development:
Low-interest business loans (up to $200,000;

Workforce housing rehabilitation loans

o Agricultural programs:
Grants for food systems, processing, and storag
Special emphasis on meat processing facilities

o Veteran services:

Assistance for housing, food, and medical tran ort

Highwap Report

Highway Superintendent Gary Treadway explained the need for the YS
Permit which is required for work within the state right-of-way. The Y
Town Board accept the Undertaking Agreement and then send the To

Highway Superintendent Treadway also stated that the road weight li it si

restriction) and will be effective until the frost is out, which is genera ly a

d time to test or rep ace

unty programs for t ose that

OT Annual Highwa Work
OT is requesting thÅtthe

ard Resolution to thån.
ns have been posted (6-ton

und mid-April.



Resolution #25

To acce tand authori e the Hi hwa Su erintendenttosi n the Un rta m A reementwithNYS
DOT
On motion of Councilman Mark Karlson, seconded by Supervisor Darl ne rr; all in favor. Reso ution

unanimously adopted.

Old Business

Local Law #1 of 2026

Town Attorney recommendations:

o Conduct SEQRA review to ensure procedural complian e

•

o Delay vote to mitigate legal risk
o Requirement that final law be available to Board for at

Councilman Karlson:
Highlighted loss of Planning Board expertise

• Emphasized need for training if responsibilities
Examples of SEQRA reviews on projects at the

Resolution #26

To move the vote on Local Law #1 0 2026 to the Town Board Meeti
On motion by Supervisor Darlene Kerr, seconded Councilman Rick

days prior to adopti n

hifYthe Town Board

ng Board level were discussedI

on A ri19 2026
ezi . Supervisor Kerr as ed if there

was any discussion. Councilman Charles Bain, Sr. Commented that efe the same way as h did at last

is made. Council Karlsonmonth's meeting and believes it should be thought out more before a d cisi
agrees. Supervisor Kerr asked again if all in favor ofmoving the vote all favor. Resolution u animously
adopted.

Rob Winn mentioned that the SEQRA will take place next monthi edi ely before the vote. Supervisor

Kerr inquired what should be done about next month's Planning Bo d Wieting, and if there wo ld be one.
Rob stated that the Planning Board is still in existence as the law has ot y
State, so it would be up to the Planning Board if they would hold a m etln

Flood Plain Map

Supervisor Kerr commented that the Town needs to accept the DEC loo

be eligible for flood insurance.

Resolution #27
To accept the DEC Flood Plain Map
On motion by SupervisorDarlene Kerr, seconded by Councilwoman aro

Resolution unanimously adopted.

Supervisor Kerr also would like to schedule a Public Hearing for Ap
• I on

of the proposed Local Law.

been filed with the ecretary of

or not.

lain Map so that res dents will

Schneider; all in fa or.

e Flood Plain Map s it's part


