Public Hearing to consider the repeal of Local Law #1 of 2020
&
Regular Meeting of the Putnam Town Board
February 12, 2026 7PM ~ Putnam Town Hall ~ Zoom

7:00 pm Public Hearing called to order

Town Board Members present:  Supervisor Darlene Kerr
Councilwoman Carole Schneider
Councilman Rick Bezio
Councilman Mark Karlson
Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.

Others present: May Drinkwine-Shiell (Resident, 439 County Route 3), Kay Greenough
(Resident, 427 County Route 3), Jean Trudeau (Resident, 300 Pulpit Point Road), Gary
Treadway (Highway Superintendent), Jim Kloiber (Resident, 2198 Black Point Road), Stephanie
Wagoner (Resident, 2198 Black Point Road), Cynthia Floor (Resident, 293 Lake Road), Dick
Malaney (Resident, 51 Hutton Square Road), Donald Treadway (Resident, 26 Treadway Lane),
Sharon Moore (Resident, 974 County. Rte. 2), Peg Olsen (Resident, 3109 Lake George Way),
Wayne Busby (Resident, 11 Charter Brook Lane), Joan Jenkins (Resident, 625 Gull Bay Road),
Tom Jenkins (Resident, 625 Bull Bay Road), Glen Brownstein (Resident, 2300 Black Point Rd),
Charles Koehler (Resident, 2214 Black Point Road), Paula Wilson (Resident, 15 County Rte. 3),
Valerie Bogdan-Powers (Resident, 842 Gull Bay Road), Kevin Powers (842 Gull Bay Road),
Chris Navitsky (Lake George Waterkeeper), Alex Portal (Reporter, The Post-Star), Galen Seerup
(Resident, 17360 State Rte. 22), Jocelyn McRae (Resident, 606 Gull Bay Road), Janet C. Mallon
(Resident, 575 Liddle Harris Road), Randy Rapple (Resident, 2346 Black Point Road), Janice
Holding (Resident, 2234 Black Point Road), Kevin Gilday (Resident, 2234 Black Point Road),
Lani Ohly (428 County Rte. 3), Cary Cross (412 Hutton Square Road)

*¥* ZOOM Participants are noted as they appeared on the screen, or if a participant spoke and
identified themselves.

Present via ZOOM: Cee McKenzie, Nancy Wolf-Fisher, Dr. Ohly, Maryjane Dedrick, Mary
Delongis, Corey Granger, Teresa Devlin, Tom Devlin, LD, Jim Hock, Joe Fisher, John Pinneli,
Marta Koleman, Sid Barnhart, Bonnie Barnhart, Steve Hughes, Robert Winn, Vic Putnam, jtgu,
Stuart Baker, Jada Beaudet, 518-852-4374, Tom Badenoch, Susan Soloman, Lynne, Ellen Smith,
Hilary, EJ, PED, Bob Stevenson, Kiersten Geiger-Ryder

The Public Hearing was opened by Supervisor Darlene Kerr. Hearing rules were reviewed,
including time limits, decorum, and expectations for respectful conduct.



Public Comment - Zoom Participants:

Nancy Wolf-Fisher
Nancy summarized her written submission and highlighted reasons to retain the Site Plan

Review Law. She commented that rescinding it would eliminate neighbor notification, oversight
of blasting, stormwater management, and aesthetic protection.

Cee McKenzie

Cee emphasized the Planning Board’s value in providing a cohesive understanding of town
development and helping maintain the character of the community. She would suggest keeping
the Site Plan Review Law in place.

Mary Delongis

Mary supported retaining a process for resolving issues between neighbors and agencies. She
suggested one primary point of contact to steer applicants in the right direction, and two
additional members to serve on the board.

Jim Hock

Jim, a former nine-year Planning Board member, expressed disappointment at the suggestion that
volunteers cannot be found. He offered to serve again and stressed the long-standing community
investment in the Planning Board. He also suggested putting the decision out to the residents to
vote on.

Dave Manchester

Dave urged the Board to gather all facts, consider the entire constituency, and delay any decision
for at least six months. He recommended studying how other lakefront communities work with
their Planning Boards.

Lyle and Hilary Gorestein
Lyle expressed support for the Planning Board and asked the Town Board to explain its
motivation for disbanding a long time functioning system.

Bob Stevenson
Bob associated himself with the comments of Nancy Wolf-Fisher and Jim Hock in support of
retaining the Planning Board.

Tom Badenoch

Tom, a long-time seasonal resident, praised past Planning Board interactions and urged
postponement of any decision to allow time for corrections or improvements rather than
elimination.




Tom and Theresa Devlin

Tom expressed concerns about losing local oversight, asked what system would replace the
Planning Board, and supported postponement or reconsideration.

Kiersten Geiger-Ryder

Kiersten supported postponing the decision and asked how residents could help improve
Planning Board operations.

Public Comment — In-Person Participants:

Cindy Floor
Cindy emphasized water quality concerns, noting changes observed over decades, and the

importance of oversight to prevent harmful development.

Randy Rapple
Randy urged the Town Board to delay action and seek broader town input, suggesting a

referendum as a fairer approach.

Wayne Busby
Wayne is a current Planning Board Member and supports tabling the issue and allowing the full

town to vote instead of just the Town Board.

Lani Ohly
Lani offered to serve on the Planning Board. She emphasized environmental protection, scenic

preservation, and the importance of local governance. She commented that despite her past
extremely negative experience with the Planning Board, she still feels that having the Planning
Board is an asset to the town.

Janet Malon

Janet also supports environmental protection and likes the idea of a referendum vote.

Chris Navitsky

Chris highlighted the Planning Board’s role in transparency, public process, and consistent
decision-making, and questioned the rationale for eliminating it. He commented that the Site
Plan Review Law is a vital tool for the town to protect its residents.

Kay Greenough
Kay expressed her views on keeping the Planning Board and inquired about what the reasoning

was for wanting to get rid of it. She commented that by having the Planning Board there is a
review process, notice to neighbors and minutes of meetings, so residents know what's going on.



Peg Olsen
Peg urged the Town Board not to relinquish local authority and warned of cumulative impacts

from unregulated projects.

Valerie Powers

Valerie described a positive experience working with the Planning Board and believes it should
not be dissolved. She commented on how impressed her real estate agent was, as well as her
architect and engineer on how the Planning Board operated.

Jim Kloeber

Jim believes that keeping the Site Plan Review Law would be beneficial and commented on how
he and his wife have had to deal with a neighbor that didn’t involve the Planning Board with
their project and how difficult it is for them.

Stephanie Wagoner
Stephanie emphasized the Planning Board’s role in facilitating communication and preventing
neighbor disputes.

Dick Malaney
Dick has been a member of the Planning Board since it started and provided historical context,

noting the Board was created to assist the community. He would like the Town Board to keep
the Planning Board.

Gaylen Seerup
Gaylen reported that in 2024 the Planning Board reviewed 41 plans, only three of which were

reviewed by APA or LGPC. He warned that eliminating the Planning Board would remove local
knowledge and oversight.

Dawn Karlson

Dawn described a drainage issue on her road caused by an unpermitted project, resulting in ice
hazards which increased maintenance on the roadway by the Town Highway Dept. She urged
consideration of financial impacts if the Planning Board was removed.

Robert Winn- Town Attorney
Rob commented in response to residents looking for a referendum and putting the decision to a
Town vote and stated that a referendum would not be permitted.

Closing of Public Comment
After multiple invitations by Supervisor Kerr for additional speakers, no further comments were
offered. The public comment portion of the hearing was closed.

Adjournment
The hearing adjourned at 7:49 pm



7:53 pm Regular Town Board Meeting called to order by Supervisor Darlene Kerr
Councilman Bezio led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call

Town Board Members Present:  Supervisor Darlene Kerr
Councilwoman Carole Schneider
Councilman Rick Bezio
Councilman Charles Bain, Sr.
Councilman Mark Karlson

Discussion Following the Public Hearing
The Board discussed the comments from the Public Hearing regarding the Planning Board and
Site Plan Review Law. Councilman Karlson and Councilman Bain, Sr. expressed their thoughts

about the need for more information and additional public input before making major changes.
Councilwoman Schneider stated the issue has been discussed for six years and favored taking
action tonight. The Supervisor clarified misinformation from the Public Hearing, noting that the
comment at the January meeting about the deficit issue was not about money, but about lack of
volunteers and quorum issues, and the Town can’t continue to do business that way. Supervisor
Kerr continued by saying this is the third time in six years that this has been brought to the table,
so this isn’t a decision done in haste. Jocelyn McRae inquired what the requirements are to be on
the Planning Board. Supervisor Kerr commented that the Town Board would absorb the
responsibilities of the Planning Board, if it was no longer in place, and the Town Board Members
would need to take training to get familiar with the process. Cee McKenzie asked for clarification
if someone had to be a full-time resident or just a property owner to be on the Planning Board.
Rob Winn responded that someone would need to be a registered voter and have their main
residence in the Town of Putnam.

Resolution #9

Keep the Site Plan Review Law but dissolve the Planning Board

Councilwoman Schneider withdrew her prior motion from the January 8, 2026, Town Board
Meeting that included eliminating both the Planning Board and Site Plan Review Law, and
instead made a Motion to keep the Site Plan Review Law but dissolve the Planning Board,
transferring its responsibilities to the Town Board.

Motion seconded by Councilman Bezio.

Roll Call

Supervisor Darlene Kerr YES
Councilwoman Carole Schneider YES
Councilman Rick Bezio YES
Councilman Charles Bain, Sr. ABSTAIN
Councilman Mark Karlson NO

Passed by majority vote.



Town Attorney Robert Winn then presented Local Law #1 of 2026, which:

e Formally abolishes the Planning Board
e Transfers all Planning Board powers and duties to the Town Board
e Leaves the Site Plan Review, Subdivision Law, and Solar Law fully in effect

This Local Law does not abolish the Site Plan Review Law; it simply transfers the powers and
duties of the Planning Board to the Town Board.

A copy will be emailed to the Town Board for review.

Cee McKenzie, who is the Town’s Budget Officer, inquired about what will happen to the
Planning Board’s budgeted funds, and if the money would go to the Town Board Members
instead. Supervisor Kerr commented that the Town Board has not yet determined how those
funds will be handled, and more discussion is needed.

Resolution #10

Accept the minutes of January 8, 2026 Regular Meeting with address correction

On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilman Charlie Bain, Sr.; all in
favor. Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #11

Accept the Financial reports for the month of January 2026

On motion of Councilman Rick Bezio, seconded by Councilwoman Carole Schneider; all in
favor. Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #12
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On motion of Councilman Charles Bain, Sr., seconded by Councilwoman Mark Karlson; all in
favor. Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #13

Accept the Town Justice Report for the month of January 2026
On motion of Councilwoman Carole Schneider, seconded by Councilman Rick Bezio; all in
favor. Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #14

Pay bills as audited

On motion of Councilman Charles Bain, Sr., seconded by Councilman Mark Karlson; all in
favor. Resolution unanimously adopted.




Resolved, the bills on the following are paid as audited.

General Fund #11-37 $14,347.39
Highway Fund #7-17 $11,733.10
Correspondence

e Washington County Department of Public Safety sent the Town a listing of important
contact names and numbers to have on hand.

e Letter from Dr. James Gabler regarding the misunderstanding of the Town Health Officer
position. He does not wish to be the Health Officer for the Town. The Town will need to
search for someone with the appropriate credentials.

e Correspondence from Bob Malletta that will be entered into the official Town records.

Courtesy of the Floor
No comments.

Supervisor’s Report

Supervisor Kerr stated that there will now be a Supervisor’s report given at Town Board
meetings. When she is at Washington County meetings she represents not only the Town Board
but also town residents, and would like to share information that she receives.

The following topics were discussed as part of the Supervisor’s Report:

State Proposal on Closed Prisons

Governor Hochul proposed removing several closed Adirondack prisons from the “Forever
Wild” clause, but Great Meadow was omitted. Supervisor Kerr requested authorization to send
letters urging its inclusion. However, after a brief discussion it was decided to hold off on
sending letters.

DEC Proposal — PFAS Soil Thermal Treatment

DEC is considering a permit for Clean Earth to test thermal treatment of PFAS-contaminated
soil. The comment period has closed as of January 31st, but Supervisor Kerr wanted to be sure
everyone was aware of what was happening.

Commercial Lithium Battery Storage Facility

Supervisor Kerr explained that there is a commercial battery storage facility located near Great
Sacandaga Lake and is concerned about similar facilities potentially being proposed in Putnam.
She asked the Town Board about how they would feel if the Town placed a 10 month
moratorium on commercial storage applications so that the Town could gather more information.
Supervisor Kerr made an initial motion for 10 months, but then withdrew that motion and moved
on a 6 month moratorium instead.






