Regular Meeting
Of the

Putnam Town Board
Putnam Town Board
June 8, 2017
7p.m. Putnam Town Hall
The meeting opened with the auditing of bills, the Supervisor’s monthly report and the Town Clerk’s
monthly report.

7:00Meeting called to order
Councilwoman Cathie Burke led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call
Members present:

Supervisor
Councilman
Councilwoman
Councilwoman

John LaPointe
Kevin Hart
Cathie Burke
Shirley Randall

Members absent:

Councilman

Greg Harris

Others present: Mary Jane Dedrick (Deputy Town Clerk, P.O. Box 14), Gary Treadway (Highway
Superintendent, Treadway Lane), Susan Johnson (Town Justice, 17019 State Route 22) Cee McKenzie
(BAR Chair, 526 Gull Bay Road), Bob Rudt (Planning Board, 526 Gull Bay Road), Wayne Busby
(Planning Board, 11 Charter Brook Lane), Charlie Bain (Resident, Boat Launch Personnel, 17 Bain
Lane), Leslie L. Bain (Resident, 371 Peterson Road), Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Coulter (Resident(s), 3514 Gull
Bay Road)

Resolution # 64
Accept the minutes of the May 11, 2017 meeting
On motion of Councilwoman Shirley Randall, seconded by Councilwoman Cathie Burke; Resolution
unanimously adopted.
Resolution # 65
Accept the Supervisor’s report for the month of May, 2017
On motion of Councilman Kevin Hart, seconded by Councilwoman Cathie Burke; Resolution
unanimously adopted.

Resolution # 66
Accept the Town Clerk’s report for the month of May, 2017
On motion of Councilwoman Cathie Burke, seconded by Councilman Kevin Hart; Resolution
unanimously adopted
Resolution # 67
Pay bill as audited
On motion of Councilwoman Shirley Randall, seconded by Councilman Kevin Hart; Resolution
unanimously adopted.
Resolved, the bills on the following will be paid as audited.
General Fund
Highway Fund
Black Point Sewer District

# 183-219
# 87-100
#9

$314,875.14
$12,841.56
$3624.00

Correspondence
None
Courtesy of the floor (7:02)
Cee McKenzie Chairman of the Board of Assessment Review 2017 (BAR) reported that the BAR met on
the 23rd of May. The BAR received 25 Grievances, 2 Assessor corrections. The BAR granted a total of
$631,000 in reductions to total assessed value. The total requested reductions were $8.9 million. The
reductions represent .22% of the Town’s total taxable tentative assessed value of $287 million. Ms.
McKenzie went on to note that over the past decade there have been 200 grievances, some of whom are
repeat grievances. In 2008 there were 8 Grievances, 2009 = 11, 2010 = 7, 2011 = 13, 2012 = 10, 2013
(Reval) = 65 + 39 stipulations from the Assessor, 2014 = 17, 2015 = 19, 2016 = 25, 2017 = 25, she
concluded by saying in the past decade approximately 19% of the number of parcels have approached the
BAR for reductions, she reiterated that some of the numbers are the same people who filed a grievance
multiple years. Councilman Hart asked of the repeat filers were getting reductions each year, or if they
were filing again because they’re not getting a reduction. Ms. McKenzie responded it was because they
were not getting reductions.
Susan Johnson Putnam Volunteer Fire Department (PVFD), the PVFD had 18 calls in the month of May
consisting of 10 EMS calls totaling 23 man hours, 8 fire calls for a total of 133.5 man hours and drills
totaling 378 man hours. Mrs. Johnson reported there are 15 active members, six divers up from two, two
EMT’s with a First Response class coming in the fall, and 7 active Jr. Members. She also reported
“unofficially” that the 2016 AFG Grant air fill station for $54,000 should be awarded in the coming
weeks. The Department also applied for a Forestry Grant in the amount of $1500, and they’re awaiting
word on a grant through International Paper for $4500 for new dive equipment. She reported that 16 year
old tires on truck 433 were replaced, and that the Department purchased a new 2017 Ford F350 super
duty for $43,000, which will replace the old dive truck and the first response vehicle. She went on to say
the PVFD would like to start a phone tree for people who are on live supporting devices that may need
help during power outages. Supervisor LaPointe suggested the Department contact Patty Hunt, the
Director of the Health Department at the County, to get advice about starting a phone tree. Councilman
Hart entered the discussion saying at one time there was a discussion about getting a generator at the fire
house for emergencies. Mrs. Johnson responded the Department can’t get certified as a shelter because
they don’t have showers, or beds. They do have 3 active generators at the building now that can run water
and heat. She also went on to say that the annual Barbeque will be July 29, 2017. The Department will be
doing basket raffles and are looking for donations of baskets.
Wayne Busby asked for blacktop on Peterson Road (as he does every month).

Leslie Bain of Peterson Road brought it to the Board’s attention that someone or several people were
beating porcupines to death on Peterson Road. She reported the killing of the animals was so savage that
the brains were splattered across the road. She stated she felt it was unusual and a cause for concern as it
happened on at least six different occasions. Mrs. Bain said she initially thought she would like to ask for
a local ordinance; however she discovered there was already a law on the books that addresses the issue
stating that unusual cruelty can be up to a year in jail and or a fine, it’s a misdemeanor unless it’s a
domestic pet then it becomes a felony. She asked that people be aware, and she stated she felt that the
perpetrators of the acts were acting with “depraved indifference to the suffering of a living thing” since
the “kill” was an “over kill”. She also noted there is a difference between killing an animal with a small
game license and “tormenting it and bashing it to death”. Supervisor LaPointe replied saying if anyone
observes this type of thing happing to call the Sheriff’s Department or Game Warden.
Bob Rudt raised the issue of a culvert on Link Way between the Walter’s camp and the old hotel that’s
collapsing. He stated it is a private road and owned by the Conservancy. Mr. Rudt went on to state he
believed the process of building a home on the former Frued property that the culvert was damaged by the
contractor. Supervisor LaPointe responded saying he had contacted the contractor, the contractor then
contacted Joe Walter. Supervisor LaPointe said the owners of the road have also been contacted (Land
Conservancy). The Land Conservancy, in conjunction with the DEC, is looking into repairing the culvert,
currently there has been no communication from the Conservancy about the repair. Supervisor LaPointe
stated that he would contact the Conservancy to see if there is any movement on the repair.
Highway Report (7:25)
Highway Superintendent (HS) Gary Treadway reported that the crew has been working on the dirt roads;
however with the heavy rains recently some of the roads will need repairs again. The roadside mowing
has begun; the county mowing will begin June 15 per the contract. HS Treadway stated the crew has been
out cutting brush when time is available. HS Treadway reported the equipment has been running well, the
crew has been working well too. The Highway Department is still waiting for the Gradall repair to be
finished. The delay is due to back ordered parts. HS Treadway indicated the new boat attendant building
at the boat launch has worked out well, and everyone is happy with it. Councilman Kevin Hart indicated
that on Liddle/Harris Road where it comes off the main road, the sand from the winter was pushed to the
shoulder causing the shoulder to be higher than the road and disrupting water run-off. He requested that
the area be skimmed off to allow for run-off. HS Treadway said they’re aware of it, when they get the
machine back it will be done, along with other areas of concern. Councilman Hart also noted a place on
Peterson Road that needs to crowned a little bit more because the rain is making furrows on the travel
lane because it can’t get off the shoulders. Mr. Busby interjected “blacktop” in the conversation at that
point. HS Treadway said the crew has done some work on Peterson Road; however there is still work
being done on the cell towers with heavy equipment using the road. When the towers are finished the
crew will return to do final repairs. Supervisor LaPointe added that the Highway Department donated a
day to the Putnam Central School to help build a rain garden, along with the Land Conservancy who
donated the plants and plans for the rain garden. The rain garden will take care of the rain that comes off
the roof of the school building. HS Treadway also stated that the white goods pick up days are July 12th &
13th this year.
Planning Board Report (7:31)
June’s meeting has not taken place yet, no report. Mr. Rudt reported there is a heavy agenda for the next
meeting.
Old Business (7:32)
Cummings Park Restrooms Supervisor LaPointe said he received two bids on the restroom; a third
contractor was interested; however he did not have the appropriate equipment to meet the specs of the job
and declined placing a bid. One bid is from Bill Blood Construction in the amount of $15,600 for just
restrooms. Busby Construction placed a bid for the restroom $10,865. The Town requested an additional

bid to put a building attached to the restroom to store equipment. Bill Blood Construction didn’t bid on
that. Busby Construction bid $4910. HS Treadway said at the beach the UV unit and all the plumbing is
in the bathroom, an added nonpublic area at Cummings Park would be helpful to avoid tampering with
the UV unit as well as storage of equipment.
Resolution # 68
Accept the Busby Construction bid for bathrooms and additional storage space at Cummings Park
On motion of Councilwoman Shirley Randall, seconded by Councilman Kevin Hart; all in favor,
Resolution unanimously adopted.
Parker Well Drilling placed a bid for the well at Cummings Park. No other bids came in.
Town Justice Susan Johnson asked if the bathrooms at the Klemm Ulcher ballpark could be repaired.
Supervisor LaPointe said that’ll be discussed at budget time. Justice Johnson gave an update on Life Net,
the air ambulance service being built in Ticonderoga. The building is nearly finished, the fences are up.
Putnam utilized the service the previous weekend at an accident on Route 22. They landed on Route 22
near the patient.
Picnic Tables for Cummings Park
The materials for the picnic tables are at the park. Chris Mallon, very generously, has volunteered to build
the tables at his expense as a gift to the town.
Resolution # 69
Adjourn regular meeting of the Putnam Town Board
On motion of Councilwoman Cathie Burke, seconded by Councilman Kevin Hart; all in favor, Resolution
unanimously adopted.
Meeting closed at 7:46 p.m.
Next regular meeting is July 13, 2017 at 7p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Darlene Kerr
Putnam Town Clerk
John LaPointe

Supervisor

Cathie Burke

Councilwoman

Kevin Hart

Councilman

Shirley Randall

Councilwoman

Absent: Greg Harris

