Regular Meeting
Of the

Putnam Town Board
September 10th at 7p.m. ~ Putnam Town Hall

7:00Meeting called to order
Councilman Christopher Mallon led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call
Members present:

Supervisor
Councilman
Councilman
Councilman

Darrell Wilson
Christopher Mallon
Larry Shiell
Charles Bain

Others present: Mary Jane Dedrick (Deputy Clerk, P.O. Box 14), Gary Treadway (Highway
Superintendent, Treadway Lane), Carole Schneider (Resident, 358 Pulpit Point Road) Bert Windle
(Resident,5211 Sagamore Road), Peter Leyh (Resident, 5560 Evergreen Shores Way), Rich Stonitsch
(President of the Ticonderoga Emergency Squad), Patty Cook (Assistant Captain of the Ticonderoga
Emergency Squad) . Present via ZOOM: Cee McKenzie (BAR Chair, 526 Gull Bay Road), Bob Rudt
(Planning Board, 526 Gull Bay Road), May Drinkwine-Shiell (Resident, 439 County Route 3), John
Breitenbach (Town Attorney, 23 Father Jogues Place, Ticonderoga, NY 12883), Nancy Wolf-Fisher
(Resident, 5183 Sagamore Road), Dave Manchester (Resident, 5177 Sagamore Road)
Resolution #85
Appoint Carole A. Schneider to the Putnam Town Council
On motion of Supervisor Darrell Wilson, seconded by Councilman Charlie Bain.
ROLL CALL:
Charlie Bain YES
Larry Shiell YES
Chris Mallon YES
Darrell Wilson YES
All in favor, Resolution unanimously adopted.
Supervisor Wilson asked Ms. Schneider if she accepts the appointment, she replied “yes”.
The Town Clerk swore Ms. Schneider in.
Resolution #86
Accept the minutes of the August 13th, 2020 meeting
On motion of Councilman Chris Mallon, seconded by Councilman Larry Shiell; all in favor,
Resolution unanimously adopted.
Resolution #87
Accept the Budget Officer’s report for the month of August 2020
On motion of Councilman Larry Shiell, seconded by Councilman Charlie Bain; all in favor,
Resolution unanimously adopted.

Resolution #88
Accept the Town Clerk’s report for the month of August 2020
On motion of Councilman Larry Shiell, seconded by Councilman Chris Mallon; all in favor,
Resolution unanimously adopted.
Resolution #89
Accept the Town Justice’s report for the month of August 2020
On motion of Councilman Larry Shiell, seconded by Councilwoman Carole Schneider; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.
Resolution #90
Pay bill as audited
On motion of Councilman Christopher Mallon, seconded by Councilman Larry Shiell; all in favor,
Resolution unanimously adopted.
Resolved, the bills on the following are paid as audited.
General Fund
Highway Fund
Black Point Sewer District

# 238-257
# 83-89
#7

$8,710.94
$153,884.12
$47,449.14

Guests: Ticonderoga Emergency Squad Inc.,
President Rich Stonitsch, Assistant Captain Patty Cook
Supervisor Wilson reviewed the prior relationship between Ticonderoga Emergency Squad Inc. and the
Town of Putnam. Putnam historically has paid the Emergency Squad an annual contractual payment for
their services in Putnam. The 2020 rate of the service contract is $6,000 (six thousand) per year. The
Emergency Squad is requesting an increase in funding for the 2021 contract due to their increased
expenses. They have requested an increase of $4000 (four thousand) for a total annual contractual cost to
the Town of Putnam of $10,000 (ten thousand).
Supervisor Wilson introduced Rich Stonitsch the President of the Emergency Squad, and Patty Cook the
Assistant Captain. Mr. Stonitsch gave handouts to the Board which entailed the Putnam call logs from
2019, and the to date call log for 2020 as well as information on medication and supply costs. (See
attached) Mr. Stonitsch began by explaining in the past the Emergency Squad had been supplied
medications from Moses Ludington Hospital for no cost. University of Vermont Medical (UVM) took
over Moses Ludington and has declined to continue this arrangement with the Emergency Squad forcing
them to seek other avenues for medicine supplies. Councilman Chris Mallon asked how much of an
impact that will have in a year. Patty Cook answered she would estimate $3000 (three thousand) per
ambulance per year, however that number is dependent on the number of calls, what medications are
used, what medications expire and need to be replaced, what the current prices of drugs are etc., it could
be more. Ms. Cook continued that she is currently seeking the most cost-effective supplier for medicines.
Councilman Mallon asked if area emergency services have grouped together to buy things in bulk. Mr.
Stonitsch replied "yes", Ms. Cook added that Essex County is also working with them in an attempt to
allow the Emergency Squad to buy from State contracts. Mr. Stonitsch also explained the Emergency
Squad now has partially paid staff because it's so difficult to find volunteers, adding to their costs.
Councilman Larry Shiell commented he did not realize the number of times they Emergency Squad

comes to Putnam, seeing the numbers was a surprise to him. Mr. Stonitsch also raised the issue of
payment, he relayed that the Emergency Squad does not get paid for about 30% of their calls, “insurance
doesn't always pay”, so their budget takes a hit. Bert Windle asked if the Emergency Squad has trouble
finding addresses in Putnam, Mr. Stonitsch replied that they did. Ms. Cook explained the line of
communications between Essex and Washington Counties dispatch, along with GPS to find addresses.
Mr. Stonitsch also commented that Putnam's first responders do a great job directing them to a location,
often meeting them along the way to guide them. Supervisor Wilson asked if anyone had any other
questions. There were none. Supervisor Wilson thanked Mr. Stonitsch and Ms. Cook for attending, he
also expressed gratitude for the compliments to the Putnam first responders.
Correspondence (7:33)
Supervisor Wilson read an email from Bert Windle (See attached).
Courtesy of the floor (7:35)
Peter Leyh addressed Supervisor Wilson about a backhoe that has been parked on Sagamore Road for a
few years. Mr. Leyh inquired what if anything was being done to have the backhoe removed from the
property, saying it looks "terrible". Supervisor Wilson replied that it was addressed with the landowner in
the past, however it is private property and remains the decision of the property owner as to what will be
done with the backhoe. Private property owners have a right to park what they like on their property.
Town Attorney John Breitenbach weighed in saying it's not a cut and dry legal issue unless the backhoe
created a public health issue, or was a nuisance attraction, he agreed with Supervisor Wilson that the
individual property owner has rights to control their property, outside of the mentioned caveats.
Bert Windle addressed the Board asking about the RPTL 487, Supervisor Wilson replied RPTL 487 will
be discussed later in keeping with the Agenda. Mr. Windle acknowledged this, moving to the topic of the
Putnam Volunteer Fire Department. Mr. Windle stated that the Emergency Squad projected the same
difficulties our own fire department is having financially. Mr. Windle also recapped Mr. Stonitsch’s
praise of Putnam first responders. Mr. Windle's third item addressed the Town Budget, he stated he
objects that the vote on the budget is the same evening as the Public Hearing. Supervisor Wilson clarified
that the vote is not the same evening as the Public Hearing, that the vote will take place at a later date
referring to the timeline. Mr. Windle's last item was a Code Enforcement Officer, Supervisor Wilson
indicated that code enforcement would be discussed later in the meeting in keeping with the Agenda.
Supervisor Wilson asked if there were any other comments from the floor, there were none.
Highway report (7:45)
Highway Superintendent (HS) Gary Treadway reported that he was advised that the State will be
withholding 20% of the reimbursements from the; Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement
Program (CHIPS), Extreme Winter Recovery (EWR), and PAVE-NY programs this year. The
reimbursement that Putnam applied for was for the full reimbursement amount, Putnam will need to reapply with the reduced amount. The impact to Putnam is around $22,000 that will not be reimbursed, this
will impact next year's paving budget. HS Treadway continued advising equipment that had been deemed
surplus by the Board last summer, was placed in an online auction named Auctions International. Items
placed in auction: A wood splitter, a zero-turn mower, a roadside mower, and a tow-behind sweeper. In
total the auction brought $3100. All the items came in higher than expected, none of the equipment was
operational, except the wood splitter.
Resolution #91
Accept the bids on surplus equipment placed on Auctions International
On motion of Councilman Charlie Bain, seconded by Councilman Chris Mallon; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.

HS Treadway continued his report, the new truck has arrived, the "spare" truck has now shifted from the
2002 International to the 2006. HS Treadway's recommendation to the Board is to declare the 2002 truck,
along with a 1978 Hyster Vibratory Roller as surplus so that they can be placed at auction. Councilman
Bain asked if we must accept the bid. HS Treadway responded no, and we have not always accepted bids,
if the bid is too low it is rejected then the item is re-listed on the auction.
Resolution #92
Declare the 2002 International and 1978 Hyster Vibratory Roller
as surplus equipment to be placed on auction
On motion of Councilman Chris Mallon, seconded by Councilman Bain; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.
Planning Board report (7:55)
Planning Board member Bob Rudt reported a pre-Site Plan conference, for plans to build on Glenburnie
Road. The presenter was an engineer who is familiar with the process. The external agencies approvals
are still pending, when approved they will return to the Planning Board.
Item two reported is a porch on a property on Peterson Road. The porch was approved. Item three, a
garage on Mosswood Way in Glenburnie. This project has approval from the Adirondack Park Agency
(APA), but awaits approval from the Lake George Park Commission (LGPC) contingent on an approved
storm water plan. Item four, a garage on Gull Bay Road that needs to obtain approval/or nonjurisdictional letter, from both the APA and LGPC. The final item was a review for a home on Tiroga
Lane, the home is replacing an existing structure.
Fire Department report (7:59)
Councilman Larry Shiell reported the Fire Department had an open house. Councilman Shiell expressed
frustration in the lack of ability to advertise in Putnam. Councilman Shiell revisited the issue raised by
Rich Stonitsch, of homes being well numbered so that emergency personnel can find a residence quickly.
Councilman Shiell stated the State passed the 911 numbering, however there is no enforcement. First
responders still struggle finding addresses in some situations. Councilman Shiell also advised that the
Putnam Volunteer Fire Department has number signs, residents are encouraged to purchase one for their
home.
Old business (8:04)
Resolution #80 of 2020 - Supervisor Wilson reviewed the amended timeline for the budget. Since the
timeline inception more information has been obtained and the timeline has been adjusted accordingly.
A previous Resolution made by the Board to exceed the tax cap has become obsolete based on newer
information from other towns in Washington County. Verbiage for a new Resolution, that has been
reviewed by the Town Attorney, was introduced to the Board. It is the recommendation of Supervisor
Wilson to rescind Resolution # 80 of 2020 and accept the newer verbiage at the next meeting. The
previous Resolution #80 of 2020 passed at the July 28th, 2020 Special Meeting of the Putnam Town
Board read as follows:
Enact Local Law #2 of 2020 allowing the Putnam Town Budget for 2021 to exceed the State mandated
tax cap, up to 5%.
Resolution #93
Rescind Resolution #80 of 2020
On motion of Supervisor Wilson, seconded by Councilman Chris Mallon.
ROLL CALL:
Charlie Bain YES
Carole Schneider YES

Larry Shiell YES
Chris Mallon YES
Darrell Wilson YES
All in favor, Resolution unanimously adopted.
Resolution #80 of 2020 rescinded by order of the Putnam Town Board.
Update - Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE) has completed their public hearing process, and the
project amendment was approved by the State. The approved proposed project will leave Lake Champlain
on County Route 3, to Lake Road, to Route 22 into Dresden. Washington County Administrator and
Attorneys are involved on behalf of the towns in Washington County impacted by the power project.
Local resident Ellen Smith has also been involved on behalf of Putnam in past discussion. Town Attorney
John Breitenbach advised he would like to have a conversation with CHPE about understanding if there is
any litigation related to the rights on the Town road, how it's going to be handled. Supervisor Wilson
asserted that Washington County ascertained that the County owns County Route 3. Mr. Breitenbach
stated a resident asserted that he disagreed with the County’s determination. Mr. Breitenbach suggested
the Town should not incur any expense in litigation since it is CHPE who will benefit.
Two public hearings will be held back to back on October 8th prior to the monthly meeting. A Public
Hearing will be held on the enactment of Local Law #2 of 2020, a second Public Hearing will be held for
the 2021 budget.
Code Enforcement update - Supervisor Wilson indicated he had conversations with Washington County
Code Enforcement. The essential elements of a permit, the County will inspect and enforce, or items that
may be a threat to public health or safety, the County will also enforce. The County will not enforce
regulations that are not included in a permit, or not a threat to public health and safety, for example the
size of a sign. Supervisor Wilson continued he thought that a Code Enforcement Officer in Putnam would
not need technical training as that individual would not be handling any building regulations, but rather
would be handling quality of life regulations rather than building codes.
Supervisor Wilson also conveyed that the County Code Enforcement office is back logged because of
natural events (Flooding in Whitehall) and COVID-19.
Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board - A Board that was created to advocate for the towns
that reside inside the Adirondack Park. The Review Board agrees to provide it services to the Town for an
annual fee of $300 (Three hundred dollars). (See attached for full document)
Resolution #94
Enter into an agreement with the
Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board for an annual fee of $300
On motion of Councilman Charlie Bain, seconded by Councilman Larry Shiell; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.
New York State Real Property Tax Law 487 - This is an incentive program for solar installations, to give
property tax breaks. The value of the project is exempt from tax. Towns are given the option to opt out of
RPTL 487. Opting out of 487 means the town can gain a tax benefit from potential commercial solar
installations and opt out of giving a tax exemption. Putnam needs to consider the benefits and drawbacks
of opting in/out of 487. Councilwoman Carole Schneider asked if there is a way to stop commercial solar
farms from coming to Putnam. Supervisor Wilson replied no, except that the power infrastructure in
Putnam will not support a solar farm, yet. Bert Windle stated he visited a solar farm in Arizona, he
asserted they are unsightly and undesirable for the landscape. Cee McKenzie, the Board of Assessment

Review Chair, joined the discussion saying that New York State has a grievance process for property
assessments and any company potentially being taxed has a right to appear before that board to appeal
their assessment, if they so desire.
Garbage Sticker Price - Councilman Charlie Bain revisited the issue of raising the price of garbage
stickers. Supervisor Wilson stated the increase in sticker prices is reflected in the budget. There is an
increase of $1 (one dollar) per sticker, making the total cost of a sticker $2 (two dollars). Currently the
trash pickup program is running at a deficit of over $20,000 (twenty thousand dollars) per year. The
increase in sticker prices, (prices have not been raised since the program's inception) will help the
program break even and ensure its continuance, there will be no surplus funds with the increase.
Resolution #95 (9:10)
Adjourn the regular meeting of the Putnam Town Board
On motion of Councilman Bain, seconded by Councilwoman Schneider; all in favor.
Resolution unanimously adopted.
Regular meeting of the Putnam Town Board adjourned at 9:10
Next meeting, October 8th at 7 PM. October’s meeting will be preceded by two public hearings.
Respectfully submitted,
Darlene Kerr
Putnam Town Clerk
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